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  The curtain came down for Fall sports in the Middletown Area High School by 

the end of last week.  Two girls’ teams and a trio of runners closed out their 

seasons following competition in the District 3 post-season playoffs.  And with no 

victories to show for their efforts the Blue Raider athletes wrapped up their 

seasons.   

CROSS COUNTRY 

  Middletown coach Jody Wenrich saw marked improvement in her runners during 

the season and was pleased to announce that three of them had qualified for district 

competition.  The District 3-AA event was held at Big Spring High School on 

Saturday, October 29.  The lone Middletown girl, sophomore Kalie Brown, 

competed against 138 other runners representing 17+ schools, finishing in 70th 

place with a time of 23:04 in the race.   

  The Middletown boys were represented by Travis Kramer and Marco Ortiz-

Sanchez, both sophomores.  With all the schools sending athletes to the event, a 

total of 152 runners ran the course.  Kramer finished in 91st place with a solid time 

of 19:27.40 while Ortiz-Sanchez recorded a time of 21:45.40 for 149th place. 

GIRLS SOCCER 

  The Middletown girls’ soccer team qualified for District 3 play with a 9-8-1 

record but drew the unenviable task of taking on Lower Dauphin on the Falcons’ 

home turf on Monday, October 24.  The Lady Raiders put in a remarkable first half 

against the heavily-favored host team, but a strong second half proved to be too 

much for the Raiders as the Falcons rolled to a 5-1 victory.  The game went back 

and forth throughout the first 39+ minutes with neither team scoring as the first 

half clock wound down.  Middletown goalkeeper Cadence Lines was outstanding 

in the net for the Raiders and recorded many saves.  The Falcons, however, broke 

through with their first goal with just 16.8 seconds left in the half.  

  The Lady Raiders had hopes of hanging with their hosts in the second half, but 

the Falcons quickly set the tone of the second half with an attacking offense that 

produced its second goal just 47 seconds after the halftime break.  The Falcons 

would score two minutes later for a 3-0 lead and then added their 4th goal at 30:03 



as they kept applying the pressure with good ball movement, sharp passes and 

opportune shots on goal.  Down 4-0 at that point the Blue Raiders kept up their 

efforts, finally put the ball in the goal with 16:54 left on a hard kick from junior 

Hailey Hemperly.  But the Falcons defense would give up no more and an 

insurance goal with 2:46 remaining locked down the victory.  The Falcons went on 

to defeat Fleetwood on Thursday night to advance to the district championship.   

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL 

  As the 12th seed in the District 3 Volleyball rankings the Blue Raiders had to 

travel to James Buchanan in Mercersburg to take on the 5th seeded Rockets in the 

first round.  The Lady Raiders turned in a great effort and took a 2-0 lead, winning 

sets of 25-19 & 25-9 against their hosts.  But James Buchanan roared back to take 

the next two sets 21-25 an 15-25 to force a game-deciding fifth set.  In that final set 

the hosts recorded a 15-9 win that ended the season for the otherwise successful 

Middletown squad.   

  The final numbers in the match read:  Lily Bannister with 18 kills, 2 blocks, 11 

digs, Maddie Fox with 10 kills, 2 blocks, Addie Huber 10 kills, 2 aces, 28 digs, 

Kaley Hileman 34 assists, 1 ace, 9 digs, Christine Miller 5 kills, 6 aces, 7 digs, 

Maddie Breen 21 digs, 3 aces, and Lena Jones 4 kills, 2 blocks.   


